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pany's servants, and the other inhabitants of the Presidency, lie is restricted from
every possible method of accumulating wealth and even from lending nut
money at more than the common rate of interest or otherwise enlarging hk
fortune except by the regular and stated appointments of his office, We'have
not only bound him down by the strongest ties of law, of honor and of con-
science, but we have endeavoured to remove every temptation 10 exceed the
limits prescribed by rendering the emoluments of "his appointment suitable to
the rank he holds in the settlement, the dignity lie must necessarily maintain
in the eyes of the natives and the prospect of independence which lie ought i-
enjoy at the close of a long course of faithful service,
For these purposes we have assigned to your Governor a commission of
h upon all the revenues of which the Company are collectors for the King,
for the consulage on coral, the duties on coinage, and such other emoluments
and perquisites as the Court of Directors have usually annexed to his station
and office. As the President's own words are the most expressive of the
meaning of the Committee, we beg leave to quote the following paragraph
of his Lordship's minute, in which he enumerates the happy consequences
that must result from divesting the President of all other cares than those of
his station:
"Although by these means a governor will not be able to amass a million
and a half, or half a million in the space of two or three years, yet he will
acquire a very handsome independency and be in that very situation which
a man of nice honor and true zeal for the service, would wish to possess.
Thus situated he may defy all opposition in Council, he will have nothing
to ask, nothing to propose, but what he means for the advantage of his em-
ployers. He mav defy the law because there can be no foundation for a
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bill of discovery and lie may defy the obloquy of the world, because there
can be nothing censurable in bis conduct. In short if stability can be Insiired
to such a government as this where ricbes have been acquired in abundance,
in a short space of time by all ways and means, and by men with or without
capacities, it must be effected by a governor thus restricted,"
We are to observe that our President Lord Clive, has himself set the first
example of that moderation which he requires in future governors of this
settlement, his Lordship having on the 1st day of October taken the restrictive
oath and executed the penalty bond in the manner prescribed.
9. As we have never presumed to deviate from your express orders,
excepting when circumstances were so altered as would render our obedience
criminal, we entered with great reluctance upon the execution of your ins-
tructions contained in the General Letter of die 24th December 1765 and 13th
February 1766.
*
Mr. Hugh Watts was pursuant to those orders, called upon to refund
the amount of commission he had drawn, at the rate of 21/- per cent upon
the revenues of Midnapore "but as this commission had first been established
by a Committee of Lands, and was afterwards confirmed by your President and
Council, we accepted in lieu of money of his bond made payable in case you
should think proper to repeat your injunctions,, after we had represented the
circumstances of the affair.